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Bourlay Historic Nature Park

Crooked River Preserve

Dora Canal

Emeralda Marsh Conservation Area 

Flat Island Preserve

Hidden Waters Preserve 

Lake Apopka Clay Island

Lake Norris Conservation Area 

Lake Louisa State Park

Ocala National Forest (Alexander Springs) 

Palm Island Boardwalk

Palatlakaha Environmental and Agricultural Reserve

Sarah Maude Mason Nature Preserve

Sawgrass Island Preserve

Seminole State Forest 

Trout Lake Nature Center

Venetian Gardens

Wekiva Springs State Park (Lower Wekiva River State 
Preserve and Rock Springs Run State Preserve)
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The G
reat Florida Birding Trail is a bird 

w
atcherʼs dream

. The segm
ented trail 

of prom
inent and hidden bird-w

atching 
locations is m

arked w
ith highw

ay signs that 
ease the ability to locate these environm

ental 
w

onders for bird w
atchers.

For the purposes of The G
reat Florida 

Birding Trail, the state is divided into four 
sections. The East Florida Section of the 
trail opened in N

ovem
ber 2000, the W

est 
Florida Section follow

ed in N
ovem

ber 2002 
and the Panhandle Florida Section opened 
in M

ay 2004. The opening of the South 
Florida Section in 2006 w

ill com
plete this 

2,000-m
ile statew

ide trail.

O
f the 135 sites spread throughout the East 

Florida Section of the trail from
 Jacksonville 

to C
ocoa Beach, eight are located in 

Lake C
ounty, though the O

klaw
aha Valley 

A
udubon Society is w

orking to get this 
expanded to include the Palatlakaha 
Environm

ental &
 A

gricultural Reserve in 
South Lake C

ounty.

The trail is a program
 of the Florida Fish 

and W
ildlife C

onservation C
om

m
ission. The 

G
reat Florida Birding Trail aim

s to com
bine 

m
ore prom

inent birding sites w
ith sm

aller 
local sites in groups that w

ill spread out 
casual birdw

atchers and their ecotourism
 

dollars into the surrounding com
m

unities.

THE G
REAT

F l orida  B ir din ç
TRAIL

For m
ore inform

ation about The G
reat Florida Birding Trail, 

call the Florida Fish and W
ildlife C

onservation C
om

m
ission at (850) 488-8755, 

or log on to w
w

w
.fl oridabirdingtrail.com

.

The listed trail sites in Lake C
ounty are as follow

s:

Site 36 —
 Alexander Springs in the Ocala National Forest

Site 38 —
 Em

eralda Island Road access to Em
eralda M

arsh Conservation Area

Site 39 —
 Treasure Island Road access to Em

eralda M
arsh Conservation Area

Site 40 —
 Hidden W

aters Preserve

Site 49 —
 Rock Springs Run State Preserve

Site 50 —
 Sem

inole State Forest

Site 51 —
 Lower W

ekiva River State Preserve 
        ( access from

 both Lake and Sem
inole counties)

Site 72 —
 Lake Louisa State Park

pa ge 16


